
     

 LACEY MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MEETING 

OCTOBER 1, 2025 

   

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

ROLL CALL The Regular Meeting of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority was held on 

Wednesday, October 1, 2025 and was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by James Knoeller, 

Chairman.  Other members present were Gary Quinn, Ralph Lanuto, Alan Baker, Karen 

MacArthur and Jeff Nilon.  Also present were Brian Waldron, auditor; Trace Dittenhofer 

and Alan Dittenhofer, engineers; Chris Dasti, Esq., attorney; Deborah Kramer, office 

manager and Troy Burton, executive director.   

 

“SUNSHINE  Mr. Knoeller read the following statement.  

      LAW”  

 STATEMENT Notice of this meeting was adequately provided pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 

231.  

 

 Such Notice was posted at both the Lacey Township Municipal Building and at the 

Office of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority, Forked River, New Jersey. 

 

 Such Notice was forwarded to the following newspapers: 

  

 a. Asbury Park Press 

 b. Atlantic City Press 

 

Such Notice was also forwarded to the Lacey Township Clerk for posting and filing. 

 

APPROVAL 

OF MINUTES Regular Meeting of September 3, 2025 - A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and 

seconded by Ms. MacArthur to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

September 3, 2025.  Roll call vote: Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Quinn-

Abstain; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.  

 

EXECUTIVE  

   DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT Cash Balance Report - Period Ending August 31, 2025 - Mr. Burton summarized the 

cash balances for period ending August 31, 2025 as follows:  Total cash balance for the 

unrestricted accounts were $10,657,812.41, with earnings of $39,029.49.  Total cash 

balance for the restricted accounts held by the trustee were $684,931.58, with earnings of 

$4,946.04.  Current period interest on the restricted and unrestricted accounts was 

$43,975.53.  Year-to-date earnings on all interest bearing accounts were $530,960.11.     

 

Resolution 2025-61 – Letter of No Interest – Shoprite Plaza– On recommendation by 

the executive director, a motion was made by Ms. MacArthur and seconded by Mr. 

Quinn to adopt Resolution 2025-61, Letter of No Interest, Shoprite Plaza, Block 409, Lot 

2.01.  Roll call vote:  MacArthur-Yes; Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-

Yes.  Motion passed.   
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Resolution 2025-64 – Letter of No Interest – Walmart – On recommendation by the 

executive director, a motion was made by Ms. MacArthur and seconded by Mr. Quinn to 

adopt Resolution 2025-64, Letter of No Interest, Walmart.  Roll call vote:  MacArthur-

Yes; Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   

 

Resolution 2025-63 – 2025 Operating Budget Amendment- On recommendation by 

the executive director, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto  to 

adopt Resolution 2025-63, Amending 2025 Operating Budget.   Roll call vote:  Quinn-

Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

   Introduction of 2026 Sewer and Water Budget - Mr. Burton stated the Finance 

Committee discussed and reviewed the proposed 2026 sewer and water budgets in 

detail.  He briefly outlined the proposed budget and a copy was distributed for the 

Commissioners review.   

BUSINESS 

REPORT     The business report was submitted for review. 

 

ENGINEER’S   

REPORT Resolution 2025-62 – Release Performance Bond – Accept Maintenance Bond – 

Change Order No. 1 – Well No. 1 Decommissioning – A.C. Schultes – On 

recommendation by the engineer, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by 

Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 2025-62, Release Performance Bond, Accept 

Maintenance Bond, Approve Change Order No. 1, Well No. 1 Decommissioning, A.C. 

Schultes.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 

Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.  

 

Resolution 2025-65 – Tentative Sewer and Water Approval – Katsianis Brothers, 

LLC  – On recommendation by the engineer, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and 

seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 2025-65, Tentative Sewer and Water 

Approval, Katsianis Brothers, LLC, Block 1428, Lots 1-4, 5.01  Roll call vote:  Quinn-

Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Water Tower #2 Rehabilitation – Scaffolding is being erected and tank will be drained 

for work to begin mid-September.      

 

S-2 Permanent Generator Installation – Design to be completed and advertised.    

 

2025 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Phase 2 – Recommend award to Sewer Rat 

Trenchless Technologies, LLC in the amount of $305,352.73.   

 

ATTORNEY’S 

REPORT         
 Well #1 Decommissioning Project – Mr. Dasti reported his office reviewed 

correspondence from the Authority’s engineer regarding the change order resulting in a 

net decrease in the final contract bid price and releasing performance bond and accepting 

the maintenance bond.         

 

AUDITOR’S 

REPORT   Accountant’s Status Report – Month Ended August 31, 2025 – Mr. Waldron reported 

water and sewer revenues had an unfavorable balance for the month, favorable year-to 
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date.  Sewer and water expenses had a favorable variance for the month and year to date.  

Sewer and water user charges had an unfavorable variance for the month, favorable year-

to-date.  The Authority can anticipate a deficiency of $8,702.00 through the month of 

August from the OCUA. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Ayra Properties, 102 Coral Way S. – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to use of 

outside irrigation.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 

grant a credit adjustment in the amount of $2,392.46.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; 

Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Ayra Properties, 101 Coral Way N – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to use of 

outside irrigation.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 

grant a credit adjustment in an amount to be determined.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; 

Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Thomas Albert, Joffre Road – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to leak in crawl 

space.  Since the water that leaked did not go into the sewer system, a motion was made 

by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Quinn to grant a credit adjustment in the amount of 

$388.40.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 

Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Mr.  & Mrs. Pascoe, Camelot Ct. – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to irrigation 

and toilet leak.  Since the water that leaked did not go into the sewer system, a motion 

was made by Ms. MacArthur and seconded by Mr. Quinn to grant a credit adjustment in 

the amount of $202.70 for irrigation only.  Roll call vote:  MacArthur-Yes; Quinn-Yes; 

Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

OLD BUSINESS   There was no old business to discuss. 

 

NEW BUSINESS Health Insurance – Mr. Knoeller stated the cost for health insurance coverage for the 

Authority’s employees has increased substantially (36%) for the upcoming year.   Based 

on this increase, the Authority must look into other available health insurance plan 

options of equal or better coverage.   

 

Additionally, the implementation of paying health insurance for retirees and their 

dependents needs to be revisited by changing it back to only covering the employee in 

retirement and not the spouse.  He would like to have a meeting with both union and 

non-union employees to explain what the Authority’s position is and get their input.   

 

Mr. Knoeller stated the Authority may possibly offer a health savings plan to the 

employees, where the Authority would reimburse copay/deductible expenses.  Whatever 

health plan is decided on, it can be a pilot program and revisited next year.  Mr. Knoeller 

asked Mr. Burton to provide the employees with a copy of the State Treasury Report that 

outlines their decision of the health insurance increase.   

 

PUBLIC BUSINESS/ 

COMMENT There was no public business/comment. 
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PAYMENT OF 

VOUCHERS   WHEREAS, the members of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority carefully 

examined all vouchers presented for payment of claims; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lacey Municipal Utilities   

Authority that: 

 

1.   Said vouchers in the sum of $463,144.44 be and the same are hereby 

approved to be paid. 

 

 

2.   Said vouchers are listed on the attached computer check register. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Quinn to adopt the above 

resolution.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 

Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.       

 

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Michele Kennedy 

     Executive Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


