
 

 

 

     

 LACEY MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MEETING 

DECEMBER 3, 2025 

   

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

ROLL CALL The Regular Meeting of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority was held on 

Wednesday, December 3, 2025 and was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by James Knoeller, 

Chairman.  Other members present were Gary Quinn, Ralph Lanuto, Alan Baker, Karen 

MacArthur and Jeff Nilon.  Also present were Brian Waldron, auditor; Trace 

Dittenhofer, engineer; Chris Dasti, Esq., attorney; Deborah Kramer, office manager and 

Troy Burton, executive director.   

 

“SUNSHINE  Mr. Knoeller read the following statement.  

      LAW”  

 STATEMENT Notice of this meeting was adequately provided pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 

231.  

 

 Such Notice was posted at both the Lacey Township Municipal Building and at the 

Office of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority, Forked River, New Jersey. 

 

 Such Notice was forwarded to the following newspapers: 

  

 a. Asbury Park Press 

 b. Atlantic City Press 

 

Such Notice was also forwarded to the Lacey Township Clerk for posting and filing. 

 

APPROVAL 

OF MINUTES Regular Meeting of November 5, 2025 - A motion was made by Ms. MacArthur and 

seconded by Mr. Lanuto to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 5, 

2025.  Roll call vote: MacArthur-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Quinn-Abstain; 

Knoeller-Abstain.  Motion passed.  

 

EXECUTIVE  

   DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT Cash Balance Report - Period Ending October 31, 2025 - Mr. Burton summarized the 

cash balances for period ending October 31, 2025 as follows:  Total cash balance for the 

unrestricted accounts were $11,688,402.99, with earnings of $45,019.77.  Total cash 

balance for the restricted accounts held by the trustee were $767,401.80, with earnings of 

$5,015.64.  Current period interest on the restricted and unrestricted accounts was 

$50,035.41.  Year-to-date earnings on all interest bearing accounts were $624,210.87.     

 

Resolution 2025-72 – Water Treatment Chemicals - 2026 – On recommendation by 

the executive director, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 

adopt Resolution 2025-72, Awarding Bid for 2026 Water Treatment Chemical Supplies.   
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Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.    

Motion passed.   

 

Resolution 2025-74 – Transfer of Funds – 2025 Water and  Sewer Budget – On 

recommendation by the executive director, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and 

seconded by Ms. MacArthur to adopt Resolution 2025-74, Authorizing Transfer of 

Funds, 2025 Water and Sewer Budget.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; 

Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   

 

   Pump Station Rehabilitation – Phase 1 – Mr. Burton requested authorization to 

advertise and receive bids for Pump Station Rehabilitation Phase 1.  A motion was made 

by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Ms. MacArthur to advertise and receive bids for Pump 

Station Rehabilitation Phase 1.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 

Lanuto-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

   Water Meters & MXUs - 2026 – Mr. Burton requested authorization to advertise and 

receive bids for Water Meters & MXUs.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and 

seconded by Ms. MacArthur to advertise and receive bids for Water Meters & MXUs.   

Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  

Motion passed. 

 

Revised 2026 Water and Sewer Budget – Mr. Burton submitted a revised 2026 water 

and sewer budget for the Board’s review.   

BUSINESS 

REPORT     The business report was submitted for review. 

 

ENGINEER’S   

REPORT Water Tower #2 Rehabilitation – Metal fabrication is underway and blasting work to 

commence in November.        

 

S-2 Pump Station Rehabilitation – RVE working with the Authority to assess the 

condition of the pump station to determine which wet well improvements must be made 

in addition to the installation of a permanent standby generator.      

 

2025 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Phase 2 – Additional work to be completed after 

pump station emergency repair.     

 

L-2 Pump Station Emergency Repairs -   Equipment and materials have been ordered 

and a pre-construction meeting has been held with the chosen contractor.  Work is to 

begin the week of December 1, 2025.   

 

ATTORNEY’S 

REPORT         
 M&T v. Lacey MUA – Mr. Dasti reported his office reviewed the Opposition and Cross 

Motion filed by M & T and are finalizing a reply.     

 

 Cindy Collins vs. Lacey MUA- Mr. Dasti reported his office reviewed the Notice of 

Tort Claim and forwarded on to the Authority’s Insurance Carrier.   
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 2026 Water Chemical Bid - Mr. Dasti reported hiss office reviewed the bids and are 

preparing a resolution for the Authority’s approval. 

 

AUDITOR’S 

REPORT   Accountant’s Status Report – Month Ended October 31, 2025 – Mr. Waldron 

reported water and sewer revenues had a favorable balance for the month and year to 

date.  Sewer and water expenses had a favorable variance for the month and year to date.  

Sewer user charges had an unfavorable variance for the month, favorable on water.  The 

Authority can anticipate a credit of $7,833 through the month of October from the 

OCUA. 

 

  Resolution 2025-73 – Introduction to 2026 Budget – Mr. Waldron stated the total 

appropriations for the Authority’s 2026 operating budget is $9,514,767.00.  A motion 

was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Ms. MacArthur to adopt Resolution 2025-73, 

Introduction to 2026 Sewer and Water Budget.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-

Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   

 

  Resolution 2025-73a – Submittal of 2026 Sewer and Water Budget - A motion was 

made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Ms. MacArthur to adopt Resolution 2025-73a, 

Submittal of 2026 Sewer and Water Budget.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-

Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

  In the future, Mr. Knoeller asked Mr. Waldron to prepare an outline of the budget for the 

Board to review.     

 

  Audit – Mr. Waldron reported the audit has been complete and there were no formal 

findings or recommendations.   

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Christine Lopez, Ensign Dr.  – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to dock water line 

leak.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Ms. MacArthur to grant a 

credit adjustment in the amount of $259.60.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; 

Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Ricardo Tlacocala-Aguirre, Constitution Dr. – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to 

excessive run times on sprinkler system.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and 

seconded by Ms. MacArthur to grant a one-time credit adjustment in the amount of 

$2,686.20.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; 

Knoeller-Yes; Motion passed. 

 

Jacqueline Gawron, Haines St. – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to excessive 

outdoor irrigation use.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Ms. 

MacArthur to grant a one-time credit adjustment in the amount of $163.00.  Roll call 

vote:  Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes; Motion 

passed. 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Fisher, Conifer Dr. – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to excessive 

outdoor irrigation use.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto 

to grant a one-time credit adjustment in the amount of $458.34.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-

Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes; Motion passed. 
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Natalie Kugler, Cherokee Tr.  – Requesting relief of utility bill, due to use of a soaker 

hose for new trees.  A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Ms. MacArthur 

to grant a one-time credit adjustment in the amount of $770.76.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-

Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes; Motion passed. 

 

Mr. Knoeller suggested that after January 1st, requests for relief of utility bill for use of 

water without irrigation meter be denied, unless it is an extenuating circumstance.  There 

is language on the customer’s utility bill informing customers about installing an 

irrigation meter when watering lawn to avoid sewer charges.     

 

 

OLD BUSINESS   There was no old business to discuss. 

 

NEW BUSINESS There was no new business to discuss 

 

PUBLIC BUSINESS/ 

COMMENT Regina Discenza – Mrs. Discenza asked if the storm drains at the Home Depot site 

extend onto Route 9.  Mr. Burton stated he believes they discharge into the retention 

basin.     

 

PAYMENT OF 

VOUCHERS   WHEREAS, the members of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority carefully 

examined all vouchers presented for payment of claims; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lacey Municipal Utilities   

Authority that: 

 

1.   Said vouchers in the sum of $597,124.08 be and the same are hereby 

approved to be paid. 

 

2.   Said vouchers are listed on the attached computer check register. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Quinn to adopt the above 

resolution.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Quinn-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 

Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.       

 

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Michele Kennedy 

     Executive Secretary 
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