
 

 

     

 LACEY MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 

REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 7, 2026 

   

 Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

ROLL CALL The Regular Meeting of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority was held on 

Wednesday, January 7, 2026 and was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by James Knoeller, 

Chairman.  Other members present were Michael Masciale, Gary Quinn, Ralph Lanuto, 

Alan Baker, Karen MacArthur and Jeff Nilon.  Also present were Brian Waldron, 

auditor; Trace Dittenhofer, engineer; Chris Dasti, Esq., attorney; and Troy Burton, 

executive director.   

 

“SUNSHINE  Mr. Knoeller read the following statement.  

      LAW”  

 STATEMENT Notice of this meeting was adequately provided pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 

231.  

 

 Such Notice was posted at both the Lacey Township Municipal Building and at the 

Office of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority, Forked River, New Jersey. 

 

 Such Notice was forwarded to the following newspapers: 

  

 a. Asbury Park Press 

 b. Atlantic City Press 

 

Such Notice was also forwarded to the Lacey Township Clerk for posting and filing. 

 

APPROVAL 

OF MINUTES Regular Meeting of December 3, 2025 - A motion was made by Mr. Quinn and 

seconded by Mr. Lanuto to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of December 3, 

2025.  Roll call vote: Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  

Motion passed.  

 

EXECUTIVE  

   DIRECTOR’S 

REPORT Cash Balance Report - Period Ending November 30, 2025 - Mr. Burton summarized 

the cash balances for period ending November 30, 2025 as follows:  Total cash balance 

for the unrestricted accounts were $11,501,027.82, with earnings of $25,294.40.  Total 

cash balance for the restricted accounts held by the trustee were $774,612.09, with 

earnings of $5,046.07.  Current period interest on the restricted and unrestricted accounts 

was $30,340.47.  Year-to-date earnings on all interest bearing accounts were 

$654,551.34.     

 

Resolution 2026-01 – Accept & Approve 2024 Audit – On recommendation by the 

executive director, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Masciale to 
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adopt Resolution 2026-01, Accept and Approve 2024 Audit.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; 

Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.    Motion passed.   

 

Resolution 2026-02 – Approve New Collective Bargaining Agreement – Teamsters 

Local 97 of New Jersey – On recommendation by the executive director, a motion was 

made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Masciale to adopt Resolution 2026-02, 

Approving New Collective Bargaining Agreement with Teamsters Local 97 of New 

Jersey.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-

Yes.  Motion passed.   

 

Resolution 2026-03 – Approve Salary Increases for Non-Union, Non-Contract 

Employees – On recommendation by the executive director, a motion was made by Mr. 

Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 2026-03, Approving Salary 

Increases for Non-Union, Non-Contract Employees.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-

Yes; Baker-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Resolution 2026-04 – Appointing Suplee, Clooney & Company – Accounting 

Consultant – On recommendation by the executive director, a motion was made by Mr. 

Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 2026-04, Appointing Suplee, 

Clooney & Company as Authority Accounting Consultant.  Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; 

Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 

Resolution 2026-07 – Transfer of Funds - On recommendation by the executive 

director, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Masciale to adopt 

Resolution 2026-07, Authorizing Transfer of Funds, 2025 Water and Sewer Budget.    

Roll call vote:  Quinn-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  

Motion passed. 

 

Resolution 2026-05 – Creating Position of Assistant Billing Clerk – Appointing 

Assistant Billing Clerk – On recommendation by the executive director, a motion was 

made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Quinn to adopt Resolution 2026-05, 

Creating Assistant Billing Clerk, Appointing Kristin Spatz as Assistant Billing Clerk.  

Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  

Motion passed. 

 

Resolution 2026-06 – Merit Increase – Nicole Kelley – On recommendation by the 

executive director, a motion was made by Mr. Quinn and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 

adopt Resolution 2026-06, Authorizing Merit Increase for Nicole Kelley.  Roll call vote:  

Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Knoeller-Abstain.  Motion passed. 

 

BUSINESS  

REPORT     The business report was submitted for review. 

 

ENGINEER’S   

REPORT Resolution 2026-09 – Contract Extension – 2025 Sewer Rehabilitation Phase 2 – On 

recommendation by the authority’s engineer, a motion was made by Mr. Masciale and 

seconded by Mr. Quinn to adopt Resolution 2026-09, Contract Extension #1, 2025 

Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Phase 2, Sewer Rat Trenchless Solutions, LLC.  Roll call 

vote:  Masciale-Yes; Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion 

passed. 
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Water Tower #2 Rehabilitation – Metal fabrication is complete and blasting work to 

commence in January.  Updated schedule has been provided and reviewed and has 

construction substantially complete on April 15, 2026.          

 

2025 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Phase 2 – Additional work to be completed in 

January.        

 

Pump Station Rehabilitation Phase 1 – Survey has begun and preliminary design is 

underway to identify extent of rehabilitation required for pump stations.     

 

ATTORNEY’S 

REPORT         
 New Position of Assistant Billing Clerk – Mr. Dasti reported his office prepared a 

Resolution for the creation of a new position of Assistant Billing Clerk.       

 

 Employment Practices Liability Compliance - Mr. Dasti reported his office reviewed 

documents from the Authority’s liability carrier consultant.  His office provided an 

overview as to what the Authority has to do to implement the revisions to the policies.   

 

AUDITOR’S 

REPORT   Accountant’s Status Report – Month Ended November 30, 2025 – Mr. Waldron 

reported water and sewer revenues had an unfavorable balance for the month, year to 

date favorable.  Sewer and water expenses had a favorable variance for the month and 

year to date.  Sewer and water user charges had an unfavorable variance for the month, 

year to date favorable.  The Authority can anticipate a credit of $8,656 through the 

month of November from the OCUA. 

 

  Resolution 2026-08 – Adoption of 2026 Budget – On recommendation by the auditor, a 

motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Quinn to adopt Resolution 

2026-08, Adoption of 2026 Budget.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Quinn-Yes; Lanuto-

Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

   

CORRESPONDENCE  There was no customer correspondence. 

 

OLD BUSINESS    There was no old business to discuss. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  Mr. Knoeller made a recommendation to the Board to start the meetings at 5:30 p.m.     

                                         beginning in March.  The Board concurred.   

 

  Mr. Knoeller asked Mr. Masciale and Mr. Lanuto to make Board nominations at the    

                                         February reorganization meeting.   

 

PUBLIC BUSINESS/ 

COMMENT Regina Discenza, Sunset Drive – Mrs. Discenza stated she was in the Home Depot 

parking lot in front of Aldi’s in December and there was a pick-up truck dumping salt all 

through the parking lot.  She is concerned about the salt draining into the wellhead 

protection area.  Mr. Burton stated the Authority is monitoring the lot closely.  Samples 

of the salt were taken and sent to the lab for testing.  Mr. Knoeller stated he will contact 

the Authority’s liaison, Peggy Sue Juliano, and ask if the Township would create and 

ordinance establishing penalties regarding the use of rock salt at that site.     
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PAYMENT OF 

VOUCHERS   WHEREAS, the members of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority carefully 

examined all vouchers presented for payment of claims; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lacey Municipal Utilities   

Authority that: 

 

1.   Said vouchers in the sum of $553,836.53 be and the same are hereby 

approved to be paid. 

 

2.   Said vouchers are listed on the attached computer check register. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Masciale to adopt the above 

resolution.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Baker-Yes; Quinn-Yes; Knoeller-

Yes.  Motion passed.       

 

ADJOURNMENT There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 

  Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Michele Kennedy 

     Executive Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


