
     
 LACEY MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY 

REORGANIZATION AND REGULAR MEETING 
FEBRUARY 4, 2026  

 
  
 Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
ROLL CALL The Reorganization and Regular Meeting of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority was 

held on Wednesday, February 4, 2026 and was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by James 
Knoeller, Chairman.  Other members present were Michael Masciale, Ralph Lanuto, 
Alan Baker, Karen MacArthur and Jeff Nilon.  Also present were Brian Waldron, 
auditor; Trace Dittenhofer, engineer; Chris Dasti, Esq., attorney; Deborah Kramer, office 
manager, and Troy Burton, executive director.   

 
“SUNSHINE  Mr. Knoeller read the following statement.  
      LAW”  
 STATEMENT Notice of this meeting was adequately provided pursuant to Public Law 1975, Chapter 

231.  
 
 Such Notice was posted at both the Lacey Township Municipal Building and at the 

Office of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority, Forked River, New Jersey. 
 
 Such Notice was forwarded to the following newspapers: 
  

 a. Asbury Park Press 
 b. Atlantic City Press 
 
Such Notice was also forwarded to the Lacey Township Clerk for posting and filing. 
 

REORGANIZATION 
Chairman – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 
appoint James Knoeller as Authority Chairman.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-
Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; -Yes; Knoeller-Abstain.  Motion passed. 

 
 Vice Chairman – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 

appoint Jeff Nilon as Authority Vice Chairman.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-
Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

 
 Secretary – A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Masciale to 

appoint Alan Baker as Authority Secretary.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Masciale-Yes; 
MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Abstain; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Ms. MacArthur to 
appoint Ralph Lanuto as Authority Treasurer.  Roll call vote: Masciale-Yes; MacArthur-
Yes; Baker-Yes; Lanuto-Abstain: Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   
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PROFESSIONAL 
APPOINTMENTS    Mr. Burton stated the administrative staff of the Authority received and reviewed the 

submissions of qualifications for professional service contracts.  The Fair and Open 
process was utilized in determining the most qualified professionals; therefore, he 
recommends the following professionals be appointed to the Lacey Municipal Utilities 
Authority.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-11 - APPOINT ENGINEER – REMINGTON AND 
VERNICK ENGINEERS - A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. 
Lanuto to adopt Resolution No. 2026-11, Appointing the Firm Remington and Vernick 
Engineers as Authority Consulting Engineers.  Roll call vote: Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-
Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-12 – APPOINT ATTORNEY – DASTI & STAIGER – A 
motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution No. 
2026-12, Appointing Dasti & Staiger as Authority Attorney.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-
Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-13 – APPOINT AUDITOR – HOLMAN, FRENIA & 
ALLISON, PC – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 
adopt Resolution No. 2026-13, Appointing the Firm Holman, Frenia, & Allison P.C as 
Authority Auditor.  Roll call vote: Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-
Yes; Knoeller-Yes. Motion passed.    
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-14 – APPOINT LABOR COUNSEL – CHRISTOPHER 
J. DASTI – A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Masciale to adopt 
Resolution No. 2026-14, Appointing Christopher J. Dasti, Esq. as Authority Labor 
Counsel.  Roll call vote: Lanuto-Yes; Masciale-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 
Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-15 – APPOINT RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
CONNOR STRONG COMPANIES, INC. – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and 
seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution No. 2026-15, Appointing Connor Strong 
Companies, Inc. as Authority Risk Management Consultant.  Roll call vote:   Masciale-
Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-16 – APPOINT PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE 
OFFICER – TROY BURTON - A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by 
Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution No. 2026-16, Appointing Troy Burton as Public Agency 
Compliance Officer, P.L. 1975, c. 127.  Roll call vote: Masciale-Yes; Yes; Lanuto-Yes; 
MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-17 – APPOINT PERSONNEL OFFICER – TROY 
BURTON – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt 
Resolution No. 2026-17, Appointing Troy Burton as Personnel Officer.  Roll call vote:  
Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   
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RESOLUTION NO. 2026-18 – APPOINT FUND COMMISSIONERS AND 
ALTERNATE FUND COMMISSIONER TO THE NEW JERSEY UTILITY 
AUTHORITIES JOINT INSURANCE FUND – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale 
and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution No. 2026-18, Appointing Fund 
Commissioners and Alternate Fund Commissioner for the New Jersey Utilities 
Authorities Joint Insurance Fund.  Roll call vote: Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; 
MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-19 – APPOINT COMPANY PHYSICIAN – CITY 
MD/SUMMIT HEALTH – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. 
Baker to adopt Resolution No. 2026-19, Appointing City MD/Summit Health 
Management as Company Physician.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Baker-Yes; 
MacArthur-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-20 – APPOINT COMPUTER CONSULTANT – CSI 
COMPUTERS – A motion was made by Mr. Baker and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to 
adopt Resolution No. 2026-20, Appointing CSI Consultants Computer Consultant.  Roll 
call vote:  Baker-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  
Motion passed. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 2026-21 – APPOINT FINANCIAL ADVISOR – ACACIA 
FINANCIAL – A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Baker to 
adopt Resolution No. 2026-21, Appointing Acacia Financial Group.  Roll call vote:  
Masciale-Yes; Baker-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.    Motion passed. 

 
APPROVAL 
OF MINUTES Regular Meeting of January 7, 2026 - A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and 

seconded by Ms. MacArthur to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of January 
7, 2026.  Roll call vote: Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Masciale-Yes; 
Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   

 
EXECUTIVE  

   DIRECTOR’S 
REPORT  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-10- AUTHORIZE REGULAR MEETING SCHEDULE  

A motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 
No. 2026-10, Authorizing Regular Meeting Schedule.   Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; 
Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.     

 
Cash Balance Report - Period Ending December 31, 2025 - Mr. Burton summarized 
the cash balances for period ending December 31, 2025 as follows:  Total cash balance 
for the unrestricted accounts were $11,863,720.19, with earnings of $54,208.76.  Total 
cash balance for the restricted accounts held by the trustee were $510,266.60, with 
earnings of $4,971.27.  Current period interest on the restricted and unrestricted accounts 
was $59,180.03.  Year-to-date earnings on all interest bearing accounts were 
$713,731.37.     

 
Resolution 2026-22 – Appoint Fixed Asset Consultant – On recommendation by the 
executive director, a motion was made by Ms. MacArthur and seconded by Mr. Lanuto 
to adopt Resolution 2026-22, Appointing Kroll, LLC as Fixed Asset Consultant.  Roll 
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call vote:  MacArthur-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; Baker-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  
Motion passed.   
 
Mason Dump Truck – The executive director requested authorization to advertise and 
receive bids for a Mason Dump Truck.  On recommendation by the executive director, a 
motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by Mr. Lanuto authorizing to advertise 
and receive bids for a Mason Dump Truck.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; 
MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.   
 

BUSINESS 
REPORT     The business report was submitted for review. 
 
ENGINEER’S   
REPORT Resolution 2026-23 – Preliminary Sewer Approval – Houshare – Drew Avenue - On 

recommendation by the engineer, a motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by 
Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 2026-23, Preliminary Sewer Approval, Houshare – 
Drew Avenue.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 
Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.     

 
Resolution 2026-24 – Preliminary Water Approval – Macedonia Church - On 
recommendation by the engineer, a motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded by 
Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 2026-24, Preliminary Water Approval, Macedonia 
Church.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 
Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed 
 
Resolution 2026-25 – Tentative Sewer and Water Approval – Riverview Rentals - 
On recommendation by the engineer, a motion was made by Mr. Masciale and seconded 
by Mr. Lanuto to adopt Resolution 2026-25, Tentative Sewer and Water Approval, 
Riverview Rentals.  Roll call vote:  Masciale-Yes; Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-
Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed 
 
Lofts at Lacey – M & T - Rejection of Final Approval – A motion was made by Mr. 
Lanuto and seconded by Ms. MacArthur to reject the application for final approval until 
all outside agency approvals have been met.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; MacArthur-
Yes; Baker-Yes; Masciale-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 
 
Water Tower #2 Rehabilitation – Interior blasting and priming is 90% complete.  
Updated schedule has been provided and reviewed and construction substantially 
complete on April 15, 2026.          
 
2025 Sanitary Sewer Rehabilitation Phase 2 – Additional work to be completed in 
February.       
 
Pump Station Rehabilitation Phase 1 – Equipment has been selected and preliminary 
site plans have been prepared for the four locations selected.  
 
Ridgemont Homes – Clearview Street – Application is in compliance with Tentative 
approval conditions.   
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ATTORNEY’S 
REPORT        LMUA ads. M & T – Mr. Dasti reported a motion hearing on the cross-motions for 

summary judgement was held.  The court denied the motions at this time, finding that 
there was some limited discovery necessary in order to resolve outstanding issues in the 
court’s mind.  The matter will proceed with discovery.  The Township was dismissed as 
a party.     

 
AUDITOR’S 
REPORT   Accountant’s Status Report – Month Ended December 31, 2025 – Mr. Waldron 

reported water and sewer revenues had a favorable balance for the month and year-to-
date.  Sewer and water expenses had a favorable variance for the month and year-to-date.  
Sewer user charges had an unfavorable variance for the month, favorable on water.  The 
Authority can anticipate a credit of $13,518 through the month of December from the 
OCUA. 

 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Andrew Grenz, Barnacle Road - Requesting relief of utility bill, due to a leak in the 
crawl space.  Since the water from the leak did not go into the sewer system, a motion 
was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Masciale to grant an adjustment on the 
sewer charges in the amount of $382.74.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Masciale-Yes; 
MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 
 
Dave Feeney, Leeward Drive - Requesting relief of utility bill, due to a leak in the 
crawl space.  Since the water from the leak did not go into the sewer system, a motion 
was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Masciale to grant an adjustment on the 
sewer charges in the amount of $658.60.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Masciale-Yes; 
MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed. 

OLD 
BUSINESS There was no old business to discuss. 
 
NEW   
BUSINESS Ms. MacArthur commended LMUA employee, Mike Suarez, for assisting with the water 

meter that broke in her crawl space.   
 

Mr. Nilon stated he spoke with the Township asking how the snow plowing went, 
especially with the fire hydrants.  He asked Mr. Burton to inspect the fire hydrants to 
ensure they are cleared out from the snow.   He personally went out to the Oakfield 
section in town and dug out every fire hydrant.   
 

PUBLIC BUSINESS/ 
COMMENT Regina Discenza – Mrs. Discenza asked about the white residue in the Home Depot 

parking lot.  Mr. Burton stated the contractors have been using calcium chloride or 
magnesium chloride for snow clearing purposes, which leaves an extremely white 
residue on the pavement. 

 
PAYMENT OF 
VOUCHERS   WHEREAS, the members of the Lacey Municipal Utilities Authority carefully 

examined all vouchers presented for payment of claims; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Lacey Municipal Utilities   
Authority that: 

 
1.   Said vouchers in the sum of $615,119.10 be and the same are hereby 

approved to be paid. 
 
2.   Said vouchers are listed on the attached computer check register. 

 
A motion was made by Mr. Lanuto and seconded by Mr. Masciale to adopt the above 
resolution.  Roll call vote:  Lanuto-Yes; Masciale-Yes; MacArthur-Yes; Baker-Yes; 
Knoeller-Yes.  Motion passed.       

 
ADJOURNMENT There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 

  Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Michele Kennedy 

     Executive Secretary 
  

 
 
 
  
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


